The findings presented in this study show a progressive tendency for the platelet count to decline with advancing gestation. Since plasma volume increases during pregnancy [4], a logical assumption would be that the decline in platelet count simply reflects a dilution effect. The finding that MPV remains practically constant throughout pregnancy substantiates this assumption. The magnitude of stimulation of thrombopoiesis was shown to be the major determinant of platelet volume [5] . Thus, if the MPV remains constant, it indicates a normal platelet production. In conclusion, the progressive decline in platelet count during pregnancy is the result of a dilution effect.
